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Abstract.

Football is a popular sport in North Africa, and the performance
of football federations in the region plays a significant role in
shaping the region's identity and culture. This study aims to compare
the Libya Football Federation's performance and rankings with other
North African Zone football federations, including Algeria, Egypt,
Morocco, and Tunisia. The research question is: How does the Libya
Football Federation's performance and rankings compare with other
North African Zone football federations, including Algeria, Egypt,
Morocco, and Tunisia? The study will use a quantitative research
method and analyze FIFA World Cup performance, African Nations
Championship records, and FIFA Rankings. The literature review will
provide an overview of the existing literature on North African Zone
football federations and identify the factors that contribute to the
success of football federations. The research will provide insights into
how the Libya Football Federation can improve its performance and
rankings and contribute to the development of football in North
Africa.
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Introduction:

Football is one of the most popular sports in the world, and it
plays an essential role in shaping national and regional identities. In
North Africa, football is a significant cultural force, and the
performance of football federations in the region is closely watched
and debated. The North African Zone, which includes Algeria, Egypt,
Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia, has a rich football history and has
produced some of the world's top football players.

The Libya Football Federation (LFF) was founded in 1962 and is a
member of the Confederation of African Football (CAF) and the
Union of North African Football Federations (UNAF). The LFF is
responsible for overseeing football development in Libya, including
organizing leagues, competitions, and national teams. However, the
LFF has struggled to achieve success on the international stage, and
its FIFA Rankings have been consistently low.

In contrast, other North African Zone football federations have
enjoyed considerable success. Morocco, for example, is ranked 11th
by FIFA, and Tunisia is ranked 28th. Algeria and Egypt are also in the
top 35. These football federations have achieved success in regional
and international competitions, including the FIFA World Cup and
the African Cup of Nations. The success of these football federations
is due to several factors, including investment in infrastructure,
training programs, coaching staff, and partnerships with
international federations and clubs.

The aim of this research proposal is to compare the Libya
Football Federation's performance and rankings with other North
African Zone football federations, including Algeria, Egypt, Morocco,
and Tunisia. The research question is: How does the Libya Football
Federation's performance and rankings compare with other North
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African Zone football federations, including Algeria, Egypt, Morocco,
and Tunisia?

The study will use a quantitative research method to analyze
FIFA World Cup performance, African Nations Championship
records, and FIFA Rankings. The FIFA World Cup is the most
prestigious international football competition, and its winners are
considered the best football teams in the world. The African Nations
Championship is a regional competition for African national teams,
and it provides an opportunity for teams to compete against each
other and improve their rankings.

The study will also examine the history and development of
North African Zone football federations, including their founding
dates and affiliations with international and regional federations. The
LFF was founded in 1962, while the other North African Zone
football federations have a longer history. Algeria was founded in
1963, Egypt in 1923, Morocco in 1955, and Tunisia in 1957. The
North African Zone football federations are members of FIFA, CAF,
and UNAF, and they have affiliations with other regional federations,
such as the Union of Arab Football Associations (UAFA).

Review of Literature.

The performance and success of football federations in the North
African Zone have been the subject of several studies. This section of
the research proposal will review the existing literature on the
factors that contribute to the success of football federations and the
challenges they face.

Investment in football infrastructure, training programs, and
coaching staff is considered one of the critical factors that contribute
to the success of football federations. A study by Nordin and Ahmad
(2018) found that investing in infrastructure and training programs
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is essential for football development in Africa. The study found that
countries that invest in football infrastructure, such as stadiums and
training facilities, and training programs, such as youth development
programs and coaching clinics, are more likely to succeed in football.

Partnerships with international federations and clubs are
another critical factor in the success of football federations. A study
by Gouttefarde and Tobelem (2017) found that partnerships with
European football clubs can provide opportunities for African
players to develop their skills and gain international exposure. The
study found that African players who play for European clubs are
more likely to succeed in international competitions, such as the FIFA
World Cup and the African Cup of Nations.

Security concerns and political instability are significant
challenges that football federations in the North African Zone face. A
study by Mazouz (2020) found that security concerns and political
instability affect the ability of football federations to organize
international matches and tournaments. The study found that
political instability and security concerns have affected the
development of football in Libya, and the Libya Football Federation
has struggled to organize international matches due to these
challenges.

Sanctions from FIFA are another significant challenge that
football federations in the North African Zone face. A study by Adi
and Gray (2019) found that sanctions from FIFA can have a
significant impact on the ability of football federations to participate
in international competitions. The study found that sanctions can
limit the ability of football federations to develop their players and
improve their FIFA Rankings.

Methodology:
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This study used a quantitative research method, and the data
were collected from official sources, including FIFA, CAF, and UNAF
websites. The study focused on three main variables. FIFA World Cup
performance, African Nations Championship records, and FIFA
Rankings. The FIFA World Cup performance variable was measured
by the number of times a team has qualified for the FIFA World Cup
and the number of matches won in the tournament. The African
Nations Championship variable was measured by the number of
times a team has won the African Nations Championship and the
number of times a team has reached the tournament's final. Finally,
the FIFA Rankings variable was measured by the current FIFA
ranking of each North African Zone football federation.

Results.
Country | FIFA | CAF | UNAF | Founded FIFA CAF UAFA UNAF
affiliation | affiliation | affiliation | affiliation
1955 1960 1959 1976 2005
1957 1960 1960 1976 2005
1962 1963 1964 1974 2005
1921 1923 1957 1974 2005
1962 1964 1965 1974 2005

Morocco | 11

1
Tunisia | 28 | 3
Algeria | 33 | 4

Egypt | 35 | 5
Libya | 122 | 32

Q1| R | | DN =

The results of the study showed that the Libya Football
Federation lags behind the other North African Zone football
federations in terms of performance and FIFA Rankings. In terms of
FIFA World Cup performance, Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria have
qualified for the tournament several times, while Egypt has won the
African Cup of Nations seven times, including three consecutive
championships between 2006 and 2010. Libya, on the other hand,
has never qualified for the FIFA World Cup and has not won the
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African Cup of Nations. In terms of FIFA Rankings, Morocco is the
highest-ranked North African Zone football federation, followed by
Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, and Libya.

Discussion.

The findings of this research proposal suggest that the Libya
Football Federation (LFF) lags behind other North African Zone
football federations in terms of performance and FIFA Rankings. The
LFF's FIFA Ranking is 122, significantly lower than the other North
African Zone football federations, including Morocco (11), Tunisia
(28), Algeria (33), and Egypt (35). The LFF has also struggled to
qualify for the FIFA World Cup and has not won the African Cup of
Nations.

One possible explanation for the LFF's poor performance and
rankings is the lack of investment in football infrastructure, training
programs, and coaching staff. The LFF faces several challenges,
including political instability, security concerns, and economic
constraints, which have limited its ability to invest in football
development. The LFF has also faced sanctions from FIFA, which have
affected its ability to participate in international competitions.

In contrast, other North African Zone football federations have
invested heavily in football development and have established
partnerships with international federations and clubs. For example,
Morocco has developed a comprehensive football development
program that includes investment in infrastructure, training
programs, and coaching staff. Morocco has also established
partnerships with European football clubs, which have provided
opportunities for Moroccan players to develop their skills and gain

international exposure.
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Another possible explanation for the LFF's poor performance and
rankings is the lack of competitive matches. The LFF has faced
challenges in organizing international matches due to security
concerns and political instability. The LFF has also faced sanctions
from FIFA, which have limited its ability to participate in
international competitions. The lack of competitive matches has
affected the LFF's ability to improve its FIFA Ranking and develop its
players.

To improve its performance and rankings, the LFF needs to
address several key challenges. First, the LFF needs to invest in
football infrastructure, training programs, and coaching staff. The
LFF can learn from other North African Zone football federations,
such as Morocco, which have developed successful football
development programs. Second, the LFF needs to establish
partnerships with international federations and clubs. These
partnerships can provide opportunities for Libyan players to develop
their skills and gain international exposure.

Third, the LFF needs to address security concerns and political
instability. The LFF can work with the Libyan government and
international organizations to ensure the safety of players, officials,
and spectators. Fourth, the LFF needs to address the issue of sanctions
from FIFA. The LFF can work with FIFA to address any issues and
ensure that it can participate in international competitions.
Conclusion:

In conclusion, this research paper has compared the Libya
Football Federation's performance and rankings with other North
African Zone football federations, including Algeria, Egypt, Morocco,
and Tunisia. The study used a quantitative research method, and the
results showed that Libya lags behind the other North African Zone
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football federations in terms of performance and FIFA Rankings. The
research has managerial implications for the Libya Football
Federation to improve its performance and rankings. The federation
needs to invest more resources in developing football infrastructure,
training programs, and coaching staff to improve its players' skills
and performance. Additionally, the federation should focus on
establishing partnerships with international football federations and
clubs to provide its players with more opportunities to develop their
skills and compete at the highest level.
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